DRAMA BEAT
JACKSONVILLE ST ATE UNIVERSITY DRAMA

ATTENTION SEASON
SUBSCRIBERS --- WE
HAVE A SPECIAL IN
ROOM338
"THE DEATH OF
BESSIE SMITH"
BY EDWARD ALBEE
Our November production, THE DEATH OF BESSIE
SMITH, is FREE to our season subscribers. The only
catch is that you MUST make a reservation as soon as
possible (this includes both Option A and Option B
subscribers). We have a limited number of seats
available in our Second Stage and want to assure you
one of them. However, we cannot hold seats
indefinitely so make your reservation NOW.
The main action of the show, directed by our newest
faculty member, Susan McCain, is in a hospital waiting
room. The central figure is an intensely arrogant
daughter of the South's crumbling aristocracy, played by
Allison Crawford. She is working as a receptionist to
aid her indigent father who is played by Terry Gosdin.
She taunts the Negro orderly with whom she works and
is equally condescending to the White intern, played by
Todd Shumpert, who has sought her affection .
There is tension in the air---into this bristling
situation comes a blood-spattered Negro seeking
medical assistance for his lady-friend who is outside in
their battered car. They have come from another
all-White hospital which refused to assist them.
The receptionist orders them out, but the
intern and orderly ignore her and go to help.
There is an emotionally charged scene when
they return.
·
The cast, in addition to those mentioned
previously, includes, Zach Straughter, Yusuf
Al-amin, Brian Netter, and Annette Lackey.
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Production dates are November 19, 20, 21, and 23 at
8:00 P .M. and November22 at 2:00 P.M. in ROOM
338 Stone Center. Admission is FREE to subscribers,
but you MUST CALL FOR A RESERVATION;
$4/Adults; $3/JSU Faculty & Staff and Senior
Citizens; and $ 2/Students, military, and children .
This is a play with mature subject matter and
contains some strong language.
A tribute to Bessie Smith will be performed by Dr.
Mytrice Fields of the JSU Music Department.
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RUMORS ABOUND
ON JSU STAGE
RUMORS abound on the JSU stage as December
brings yet another show to the Main Stage. Neil
Simon's recent comedy hit, RUMORS, will play
December 3, 4, 5, & 7 at 8:00 P.M. and December 6
at 2:00 P .M.
Set in the "posh" home of the deputy mayor and his
wife, this play centers around a tenth wedding
anniversary, the couples who come to the party, and
the rumors that multiply in a "cover-up"! The first
couple arrive, hear a gunshot, find the host--shot--in
the bedroom ; and there is no wife or service staff to be
found .
Remember the childhood game we have all played,
Gossip? Well, that's how the hilarious antics of this
show run. One tale begets another, which begets
another, and so on. It's an hilariously funny show in
the true spirit of Neil Simon. So ... come share the
RUMORS with us.
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IMPORTANT DATES
JSU Art Dept Faculty Exhibit
November 3 - 30

STUDENT ATTENDANCE
HITS ALL-TIME HIGH

Clarinet & Saxophone Choirs
November 17 - 7:30 Mason Hall

The Drama Department was very pleased with the
unusually high percentage of students attending THE
CRUCIBLE. Over 800 students attended the five-day
run, and this was our main goal--to get more students
attending at discount rates in hopes of seeing students
in a theatre audience. Many students told us that this
was their first experience in live theatre, and they
wanted to attend future shows regardless of whether
they were required to attend for a class or not. We
hope the students and all the non-subscribers will be
challenged to attend as many performances as possible
to learn and enjoy the unfamiliar shows as well as the
familiar. We hope you, the subscribers, will follow
suit and bring guests who wouldn't otherwise attend.
Well attended shows challenge our actors, directors,
designers, technicians, and box office personnel to
excel in artistry and service. It takes as much work to
perform for a few as it does full houses, but we want
more people to experience how well we can serve.

WE'RE
ELATED!!!
The Theatre program at JSU is growing
by leaps and bounds!!! Not only have
we added a staff member, a new pro-rata
faculty member, an adjunct faculty member and
new drama majors--- but, we have also added
71 season subscribers over last year's numbers.
That's right!!! We passed the 500 mark for
season patrons. We are thrilled beyond belief!!!
This is yet another reason why Option B
subscribers need to make reservations for
all shows at an early date.
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THE DEATH OF BESSIE SMITH
November 19-23 Stone C..:enter
Wind Ensemble Concert
November 22 - 3:00 Mason Hall
JSU Community Chorus
Dec. 1 - 7:30 Church of Holy Comforter
(Gadsden)
Dec. 6 - St. Michael's Church
(Anniston)
JSU BFA Senior Show (Art)
December 1-7

RUMORS
December 3-7 - Stone Center
A CAPPELLA CHOIR
Dec. 4 & 5 - Mason Hall - JSU
Dec. 6 - 4:00 1st Pres. Church (Ann.)
Dec. 7 - 7:30 - 1st Meth. Church (Ann.)
JSU BA Senior Show (Art)
December 8-14
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The Alpha Psi Omega & Mask & Wig Guild
production of DRACULA played to packed
houses. The Second Stage production, directed by
drama major Amanda Ennis, was fiendishly
delightful. The cast had fun "putting it together",
and the audience seemed to have fun sharing in the
suspense.

THE CRUCIBLE
- A BOX OFFICE SUCCESS
THE CRUCIBLE was an enormous success ... especially in the area of
attendance. Almost 1500 people entered Stone Center's doors to view this
show. Over half of that number were students- -some from as far away as
Birmingham and Talladega. Our box office was sold out (on paper) for the
run of the show by noon of the Friday performance. This was very exciting
for both our production staff and our cast.
This leads to a second point...Option A and B subscribers. We need to
make a request of you. Option A subs ... please, if you find you are not
going to be able to make a performance, either give your tickets to a friend
who will use them or call our office and let us know so we can fill your seats.
Many of you did call us and, for doing so, we give your our thanks.
Option B subscribers, please, make your reservations at least one-two
weeks prior to the performance you wish to attend. Unfortunately, we had
a few subscribers who waited until the Monday performance to attend the
show, and we had no seats remaining to offer. Also, a few came on other
days without reservations and were forced to sit in folding chairs because
that's all we had left.
With more people finding out about us and coming to our shows, we are
finding that we sell out (or come close) on more performances. As always,
our aim is to please and satisfy our customers. We want to make attending
theatre at JSU a pleasant and enjoyable experience. And, for us to be able
to do that for you, we need your assistance.

FACULTY & STAFF
CARLTON WARD
CHAIRMAN
339 STONE CENTER
782 -5447

** *** * ** ******
WAYNE CLAEREN
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
340 STONE CENTER
782-5489

* * * * * * * *** ** * *
FREDDY CLEMENTS
COSTUME DESIGNER
237 STONE CENTER
782-5647

**************
GENE ERICSON
INSTRUCTOR
241 STONE CENTER
782-5623

* * * * * * * * ** * * * *
DAVID KEEFER
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
238 STONE CENTER
782-5647

HAVE WE GOT A
BRIGHT IDEA
FOR YOU?
The Drama Department would
like to speak to your club or
organization. We are able to do a
variety of presentations about our
department. Call 782-5623 for
further information.

IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO
SUBSCRIBE!
.
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
SUSAN McCAIN
INSTRUCTOR
341 STONE CENTER
782-5623

* * ** * * * * ** * * * *
JAN RHODES
SECRETARY/BOX OFFICE
342 STONE CENTER
782-5623

... and
A VERY HAPPY
AND SAFE HOLIDAY
SEASON!

~
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782-5648

THE DRAMA
DEPARTMENT HOPES
YOU HAVE A
TERRIFIC
THANKSGIVING!!

REMEMBER TO MAKE
YOUR RESERVATIONS
FOR "THE DEATH OF
BESSIE SMITH" AND
"RUMORS" NOW!

** ** ** * *** *** *
JOYCE TATE
COSTUME SHOP
MANAGER
237 STONE CENTER
782-5647

*** ** ** **** * * *
THEATRE BOX OFFICE
343 STONE CENTER
782-5648

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

b

£-1' qoJRW

sz-sz

AJ DDJQ~::f

::IOOcJ ~~ .l NO C1 ~-.a a 1::1

~oos 9~1wo:.

NON . PROF . ORG .
U .S. POSTAGE

ilramalScat
700 PELHAM ROAD NORTH
339 STONE CENTER
JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
JACKSONVILLE, ALABAMA 36265

"The Play' S The Thing" . .. Wm.

THE CRUCIBLE
(205) 782-5623
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Shakespeare
ANNOUNCING OUR 1992-1993 Season
RUMORS
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
NIGHT OF JANUARY 16TH
MIZ LENA'S BACKYARD
LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST
(205) 782-5648

